
POODLE HEALTH REGISTRY
Narrative Statement to Accompany Application for Recognition of Exemption, Form 1023 (Federal), being filed by Poodle Health Registry, California Nonprofit Public Benefit Corporation (October, 2003).
This information supplements the information contained on the printed form and is designed to amplify those answers.


History of Applicant
Formation: Poodle Health Registry ("Applicant") is an organization that was incorporated as a California nonprofit public benefit corporation on September 8, 2003 under the name, Poodle Health Registry.    

Purpose:  As is described in the Articles of Incorporation, a healthy Poodle is a dog that can successfully compete, on any level, and in any field, against any other breed.  They are highly intelligent, athletic, good tempered companions, who excel in anything they try.  

As with any breed of dog, there are certain health problems that are often found in poodles, many of which are genetic in origin, or which have a genetic predisposition.  Unfortunately, it is often difficult for the breeder, when they look at a stud, or a potential purchaser, when they look at a puppy, to know what health problems may be present in the background of the dog.  Because of this, health problems, that could be minimized or eliminated by selective breeding, are often perpetuated.

This has become a growing concern to a number of breeders, as well as to potential buyers.  As a result of this concern, Poodle Health Registry has been formed to provide a centralized, computerized database to collect all information about health problems in specific Poodles that is made available to the registry.  Although the exact computer method of making this information available is still being developed, it is anticipated that, in addition to finding out about individual Poodles,  generational health problems will be able to be tracked.  This is designed to be an international registry, as Poodles are often imported/exported, and/or bred to Poodles in other countries; thus health problems that occur are not limited by the boundaries of the United States or Canada.

Relationship With Other Organizations:  At the current time, there are a number of organizations that provide some health information about specific dogs.  For example, OFA [what does OFA stand for???] has a registry that lists the condition of the hips and ____________ of dogs that owners choose to register.  This is not limited to poodles, and does not address many of the other health concerns that are common among poodles of all varieties.  In addition, it does not provide links between related dogs, so that if a problem exists, it can be traced through the generations.

To the extent that information is already available through an existing registry, PHR will attempt to work with that registry, including providing links to the registry, rather than duplicating the work.  However, it is the intention of PHR to provide a single place where this information can be referenced.

Although it is separate from any other organization, it is expected that Applicant will maintain a close working relationship with various charitable organizations, when it is determined that this will assist in achieving the purposes of Applicant.  


Operations
Applicant has begun to develop the forms necessary for individuals to report health problems with their poodles, both those that are alive and those that are deceased.  The information must be accompanied by a verification from a veterinarian as to the exact diagnosis, before the information will be included on the registry.  A copy of the draft form is attached as Exhibit _. 

Because of the fact that any diagnosis that may be genetic, could have repercussions among related poodles and their owners/breeders, Applicant is taking steps to make sure that all of the information posted is as accurate as possible.  In addition to requiring a verification from a veterinarian, the organization will have this information reviewed, when necessary, by other veterinarians who have agreed to be available to review forms/diagnoses, if any issue arises.  

Applicant has also begun to develop the computerized programs necessary to provide the reporting in an easily accessible format. [Where are we on this???]

The organization does not intend to limit the benefits, services or products to a specific class of individuals and the organization does not expect to charge for benefits, services, or products of the organization.  In fact, the current plan is to make the registration free, so as to encourage the inclusion of as much health information as possible about each poodle.  It is also anticipated that the use of the registry will be open to anyone, without charge.  Although at some point this may change if enough support is not otherwise generated, the current officers and directors strongly feel that the services must be free, to be truly effective.


Applicant Finances
Sources of Funding:  Initially, Poodle Health Registry will be funded almost exclusively by indivi​dual donations.  However, donations from interested corporations and foundations will be solicited, and, as successful programs are located and funded, it is likely that an increasingly large amount of income will be income from such interested foundations.  

To begin finding the initial operations, and prior to any significant solicitation of contributions (which is not expected to occur until after the exemption is established), one of the directors has designed poodle ornaments for 2003, and has agreed to donate the proceeds of all the sales to the organization.  See Exhibit __.  However, it is expected that this will only provide some initial funding to cover start-up expenses, and that most of the funds necessary to fund the actual operations will be direct contributions from interested individuals.  

Except for this sale of poodle ornaments (which, obviously, will not result in any tax deductible contributions), the fundraising is initially expected to be limited to selected mailings (including e-mailings) to and personal contacts with interested individuals and foundations.  Applications for grants may also be made.

There are no other fund-raising activities planned.  No professional fundraisers are being used or are expected to be used.

None of those contributing to Poodle Health Registry receive any salary or other compensation from Poodle Health Registry.

Funding by Officers and Directors:  There are no disqualified individuals, and no director has assigned assets to the organization, although, as already noted, one of the directors has agreed to contribute the profits from the sale of certain poodle holiday ornaments to the organization to provide some initial funding.  

Use of Assets by Officers and Directors:  No assets of the organization will be used for the benefit of any officer or director.  

No salaries or other compensation is paid directly by Poodle Health Registry, although this may change if the operations expand to the point where the operations cannot continue to be run entirely by volunteers. 

No individual connected with Applicant has assigned income to Applicant.  

In addition, as noted above, one of the other directors, Pat Comstock, has agreed to donate all of the net proceeds from the sale of specific poodle ornaments that she has designed and will manufacture to Applicant.  With this possible exception, which is not expected to benefit the director, none of the officers or directors have business relationships with Poodle Health Registry or have financial interests in businesses that do business with Applicant.  

Unusual Gifts:  No unusual gifts are expected to be received by the organization.

Endowment Fund:  At the present time, the corporation has no endowment fund.  However, it is expected that, as the corporation is able to raise sufficient funds to allow it to do so, a portion of the contributions will be held and invested in interest producing investments prior to their expenditure for corporate activities.

Financial Accountability:  There is no financial accountability by Applicant to any other organization.  Of course, the Applicant will be subject to the normal trust accounting standards for any trust funds administered, and will comply with any reporting requirements imposed by foundations making grants to the organization.

Lobbying/Political Activities:    The organization will not carry on any lobbying efforts, except to the extent allowed by Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, nor will it intervene in any political campaign or advocate the election of any particular candidate.


Facilities
Currently, the organization does not have a specific office; each of the officers/directors are working out of their respective homes/offices.  Applicant's "official" office, including the mailing address being used, is temporarily located at 2112 Eunice Street, Berkeley, CA, 947091417, at the residence of the President.  No officer or director receives or will receive any compensation for the use of their residence/office from Applicant.  Eventually, a formal office may be acquired when the need arises; however, this is not expected to occur during the first three years.  When the activities of Applicant expand so as to warrant a separate office, the same will be rented from an unrelated third party.


Directors and Officers of Applicant 

None of the officers or directors are or are expected to be compensated in any way for work performed for the corporation, nor are any of the Directors recipients of any aid from the corporation.  The present directors and officers are as follows:

Position  

Name and Address 

Background/Vocation
	President and Director
	Susan L. Fleisher

2112 Eunice Street 

Berkeley, CA 94709-1417
	Has operated a Juvenile Renal Disease in Standard Poodle research project since 1991; has collected pedigree information and DNA samples with the goal of establishing the mode of inheritance of JRD in standard poodles and the identification of the gene(s) that result in the expression of the disease; and has published articles on health issues of Standard poodles.  Owned by two standard poodles, one of which is a service dog, and the other a service dog in training.


	Secretary and Director
	Lisa Greene

Post Office Box 829

Los Angeles, CA 90078
	Purchased first poodle in March of 2000, and has been heavily involved in performance venues, training and health concerns since that time.


	Treasurer and Director
	Patricia Comstock

715 Highland Hills Road 

Nipomo, CA 93444
	Has breed standard Poodles since 1987; currently owned by 8 standard Poodles.  Long time supporter of various Poodle organizations.  Retired commercial artist.  


	Director
	Steve Soberski

2300 Smith Street 

Lincoln, Nebraska 68502
	Web Master for Nebraska Department of Natural Resources, with primary responsibility for development and maintenance of the website; also works with various Geographic Information System applications including the use of aerial and satellit imagery in digital format for resource inventory work.  Owned by two standard Poodles; member of a number of local dog clubs and has acted as the Agility Trial Chair for the Greater Lincoln Obedience Club.


	Director
	Kadelia Hamilton

***
	Breeder of Standard Poodles

	Director
	Lynn W. Brucker

1635 Grange Hall Road

Beavercreek, Ohio 45432
	Electronics engineer.  Organizer and publisher of the Standard Poodle Database containing over 50,000 pedigrees, proceeds from which benefit the Poodle Club of America Foundation.  Founder and past director of the Genodermatosis Research Foundation.  Has trained agility and obedience dogs and owns two standard Poodles, Michael and Mark. 


	Director
	Roger W. Brucker

1635 Grange Hall Road

Beavercreek, Ohio 45432
	Retired advertising executive, and adjunct professor of marketing at Wright State University (Dayton, Ohio).  Founder and past director of the Genodermatosis Research Foundation organized to support research in canine skin disease.  Has trained agility dogs and owns two standard Poodles, Lucy and Becky.


	Director
	Molly Windebank

***
	Standard Poodle representative of the Poodle Club of the United Kingdom 


All of these Directors serve without compensation.  

Lynn Brucker and Roger Brucker are husband and wife.  With this exception, none of the officers or directors are related, either by blood or by marriage.  

None of the members or directors of Poodle Health Registry will receive any remuneration, salary or any other form of compensation for their service as directors or officers of Applicant.  


SCHEDULE OF EXHIBITS
Exhibit A --  Articles of Incorporation 

Exhibit B --  Bylaws


     

Exhibit C --  Press Release describing Applicant

Exhibit D --  Initial Fundraising Effort (sale of ornaments)

